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Indiana’s preliminary unemployment rate
is 5.3% for March, compared to
National rate of 6.1%

For information: Patrick J. Murphy, 317/233-1463

NEWS EMBARGOED UNTIL:  Friday, May 3, 2002

(not seasonally adjusted)

March Comparisons

Indiana’s non-seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for March is 5.3 percent, eight-

tenths of a percentage point below the national rate of 6.1 percent, Craig E. Hartzer, Com-

missioner for the Indiana Department

of Workforce Development, announced

today. The number of Hoosiers em-

ployed during March 2002 was

2,939,200.

Indiana’s March unemployment

rate was lower than Illinois, 6.4 per-

cent; Kentucky, 5.6 percent; Michigan,

6.5 percent; and Ohio at 5.9 percent.

“March brought modest job growth

in all sectors of our state’s economy. We

are still, however, focusing our efforts

on servicing those Hoosiers still suffering the effects of the recession, especially those

25,000 Hoosiers on extended benefits,” commented Hartzer.

The monthly survey of  7,500 Hoosier employers reports payroll employment at

2,890,900, a decrease of 42,900 from one year ago and 15,600 more than last month. Payroll

employment is an estimate of non-agricultural jobs in Indiana businesses. It differs from

labor force employment which is used in the calculation of the unemployment rate by not

including the self-employed and agricultural workers. In addition, payroll employment

includes all those who work in Indiana, while the unemployment rate is calculated by those

who live in Indiana.

Manufacturing employment totals 615,900 in March, a decrease of 35,900 from last

year. Motor vehicle manufacturing accounts for 90,100 jobs, 3,100 less than one year ago.

Manufacturing of motor vehicle parts totals 59,300. Industrial machinery manufacturing in

March accounts for 64,000 Hoosier jobs, 500 less than February.

Construction employment totals 131,800 an increase of 2,400 from last month. Of that,

heavy construction reports 13,800 jobs, an increase of 100 from last year.

Service producing employment totals 2,136,500 in March, 2,600 less than last year.

Transportation and public utilities total 141,900, 100 more than February.

Retail trade totals 543,400, 2,300 less than a year ago. Of that, general merchandise
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Not Seasonally Adjusted Seasonally Adjusted

March
2002

February
2002

March
2001

January
2002

February
2002

March
2002

March
2001

Labor Force 3,103,300 3,111,300 3,078,000 3,141,900 3,150,200 3,125,000 3,100,000

Employed 2,939,200 2,934,700 2,947,600 2,986,000 2,989,000 2,971,600 2,980,100

Unemployed 164,100 176,600 130,400 155,900 161,200 153,400 119,900

Rate 5.3 5.7 4.2 5.0 5.1 4.9 3.9

Rate 6.1 6.1 4.6 5.6 5.5 5.7 4.3
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stores report employment of  78,400, or

2,600 less than last year. Service

sector employment, such as business

services, computer and data process-

ing, totals 746,500 in March, which is

2,900 more than the previous year.

Indiana’s estimated labor force

(the number of people 16 years of age

and older who are able and available

for work) totals 3,103,300 in March

2002. An estimated 2,939,200 Hoosiers

are employed and 164,100 are unem-

ployed.

Indiana’s labor force for March 2001 totaled 3,078,000. Hoosiers employed one year ago

is estimated at 2,947,600, and March 2001 unemployed in Indiana totaled 130,400.

Indiana’s estimated unemployment rate one year ago was 4.2 percent, compared with the

national unemployment rate of 4.6 percent in March 2001.*

*Due to an expansion in the Current Population Survey (CPS), mandated by Congress,
estimates for June 2001 (revised) and later at both the state and substate levels may not be
fully comparable with those of earlier periods. In analyzing data, be aware that over-the-
year comparisons, may differ slightly from comparisons that would have been made using
data without the sample expansion. More detailed information can be found at
 http://stats.bls.gov/launews1.htm.

Indiana vs. U.S. Unemployment Rates March 2002

Selected
Categories

March
2002

Change
from

February
2002

Change
from March

2001

Goods Producing   754,400 +3,500 -40,300

  •Construction 131,800 +2,400 -5,000

  •Manufacturing   615,900 +1,100 -35,900

Service
Producing 2,136,500 +12,100 -2,600

  •Retail Trade 543,400 +3,500 -2,300

If you would prefer to receive this release by email please send your name, organi-
zation and email address to mgray@dwd.state.in.us.














